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taxed to the; edge of the pond, in winter |

: o= —— : .
o Gty Register S BT
BY ELI D. - \Eﬂmmtppmr it.

it happe that the pres
suce of this piece of water made |
people un ng that their children |

shoald go into the woods, for fear that |

“ OME. 8 : ' they might wander to.the papd. And, |

" N ESTSONE ‘a8 {h did mot wish to do them-=elves |

AS BRET HAETE MIGHT HAVE WRITTES Ir. | What they had forbidden to their chil- l

o -tqn. el
S own; .
Come np thif momin’ from Prisoo— -
Ben a-saltin® my specie-stacks down.
Ben a- . na
Fer i
Putty eonsidable froquent—
Jes' eateh onter that streak o’ the dawn!
tthar lies my home—

thar in the red—
1 (-‘gul

dea

:Stran{'u". oy, Ireeze to this: thére.aint no
ml:‘,i' gin-palace 3
Nor no rhuniﬁ.)'-ahowhn Over & man’s own
May b= it hai st in

¥ <k iﬁtl::‘ y:n, but the queen the

Aint got naathin’ I'd swop for that house over
thar on the hill-side. €5

Thar {2 my ole gal. *n’ the kids, A’ the ress'o
my live-stock; | '

Thar mv Remi on hangs, and thar there's a
griddie-cake briilin"—

Fer the two of us, purd—and thar, I allow, the
heav 1

Bmile mo
Ioealit 3

Strang_"t;tntm'rh.rdan A don’s take no satis.

1

*Gimme my ranch 'n’them friendly old Shang-
hal chickens— 1%

1 brungz the original pair "m the States in
eighteen-"n'-fifty—

«Gimme them, and the feelin’ of solid domestic
cowmfort.

’ F ' r
Yer pardiag, young man—
But :1;%;?: a'kind
Er flickers—I ‘low ‘twus the po'try—
Ithoughs shet my eyes had ggnaeblind.

- * & - - .- L]

Take that pop from my belt!

FH, thar mme ver hag'—
Or I'll kill myself—LizzieTshe's loft mo—
Gone of with a pmrtier man! = | ¢

Thar, I'll quit—the ole gal
An’ the kids !—ran away !
Ibs derned! Howsomever, comein, pard—
The -cake's thar, anyway.
. —H. C. Bunner, in Scribner.

THE BOTTOMLEsSS BLACK POND.

About half a mile from the town of
Danford, there was an extessive and
beautiful piece of forest land. Many of
the trees were e and pi e,the
ground beaneath them was gen free
from unpleasant undergrowth and bush-

and, in some p it was covered
with moss and delicately-colored wild
flowers ; there were green open, glades,
where the briﬁrt sunshine played fan-
tastie tricks with the shadows of the sur-
rounding trees, and, altogether, the
Danford forest was a delightfal place,
and any visitor, of ordinary ressoning
powers, would have supposed it to be a
favorite resort of the town ple.

But it was not so; very few people,
excepting now and then some boys of a
disobedient turn of mind, ever visited it.
The reason for this was the fact that
near the center of the woods lay a large
pond which had a bHad reputation.
“This pond was so. large that in some
parts of the country, where such bodies
-of wa'er are not common, it would have
been called a lake. __ ~2

In nary :u:_a the - presence of
such a sheet of watér would have greatly
added to the ut;ncﬁdhs of the place,but
this vond exercised an influence which
overbalanced all the aftractive besuties
-of the woods, and made it a lonely and
deserted spote. .. . T

TAe reason of thiy Wwas the peculiar
repufation of the Black Pond. A great
many s i were szid about it.
Its color was enough to mystify some

ple, and terrify othera, for,it was as
lack asink. Persons :h;d had stood
upon i3 edga. hadlookedidown upod
it?inﬂver ﬂx‘ﬁde expanie, were i:loni
able-to see an inch-below the surface of

the water, which, instead of being trans- | i

could vantageously employ. €og-"
%ﬂeﬁh&m any other ;saquenﬂ; he used tor 4 :'{
i 1 - M

dren, they took their ewn Fural walks
in otlers directions, and the woods, thus |
getting a bafl name . throughout that/
country, gradaally became quite lonely |
and deserted. -y :

Atithe tidlé offour story there lived in
the town of Danford a man named Car-
tis Blake] &ho Wad wall khown on ac- |
count of a peculiar personal character- |
istic. He had go arms<. Ile had been

H.*# Tghn po'try - - - :
P pds. :i"d-ilwok;ﬂ cold { aisoldier and had lost them both in|arms, had-found

battle. ,

Curtis was a strong, weil-made man, |
and as he had a very pair of legs
left to him sfter the misfortinés of war,
he used them in going errands and in
doing anything by which walking could
be made useful and profitable. Bat, as |
there was not mach employment of this |
kind " to’ be had, frequently found
himself with a deal of time—not
‘on his hands exactly—but which he

in a purposele Way,
and ape summer altefgoon be rambled
into the Danford woods. f
He 'found ‘it very cool and pleasant |
here,' and he coald’not help thinking |
what a pity it was that the towns-peo-
ple could not make a resort of these |
woods, which #vere sd convenient to the
town Aand delightful in ere
But, of course, he knew it would never
do’ for 'ﬁzﬁiliés, or’ for'any one, in fact,
to frequent -the wvicinity of such a dan-
gerous piece of water as the Black Pond.
And, thinking of the Black Pond, he
walked on until he came $o it and stood
upon“its edgé, gazing thoughtfully out
upon its smooth and somber surface.
¢If T'had arms,"” said Curtis to him-

wWay.

self, *I'd to work and find out just
how deep this pond is. I'd have s boat
cartéd over from Stevens's Inlet—it's

only four or five miles—and I'd row out
into the middle of the pond with all the
clothes-line I could buy or borrow in the
town, and I'd let down a good, heavy
lead, that wouldn't be pulled about by
currents. . I'd fasten on line after line,
m think th&ra ‘;mlxld certainly be
rope in the whole town to reach

to the hottom. But, having no arms, I
couldn’t lower a. line, even if I had a
boat. 5o I can’t doit, and I'm not go-
ing to advise any other folks to try it,
for' ten to one they'd get excited and
tumblé overboard, and there would be
an end of them, and I'd get the blame
of it.  Bat I'd' like to know, dnyway,
how soon the bottom begins to shelve
down steep. [T we knéw that, we could !
tell if there’d be any danger to a little
codger who might tumble in from the
shore. An.dh if it does xhelrg su;dfden. L:l:]ri
town ought to put up a hi ence
argund li:ltg."l've fmn:to tg how deep
it i8 gear shore.” -

1f'Curtis had been like other men; he
would have cut a long pole and tried the
depth of the pond a short distanee from
land, But he could not do that, and
there wds ohly one way in which Be
ot r: parry ont his pian, and that he de-
termived to try.

He would ¢

placé where the bottom to shelve
down. This was a rash and bold pro-
i = Curtis was a bold feilow
and not véry prudent, and he had "be-
come very much interested in finding |
out something about the bottom of this |
pond. It was not often, mow, that he |
had anything to interest him. v
He wore high boots, i which he had |
often wade@yind his clothes were thin |
linen, of not very good quality, so that |
if they- became blackened by the water
pould not much matter.

parent, appeared, when thepe was no i

wind, like one of those gk lor
mirrors called * Clande Lotraine glas§
-3,” in which a whole lasflscape a7#
flected like a little Jjville pictu
all its pmportiog. perspe A~An
its colors, perfecti.preserved? - = =
It might have ¥ el

lake weald hav® "
picture, onfg t days

the clonds mid the dferhan
were réflected in“it8's

sin color such

blot upon the nty of the Danford
was

The

-woods, thg blackness, ‘& ﬁl?;:nﬁ

not the obj 2
a it wage that it

had he. bottom¥% YThere s something
+truly terrifying ides of s bodyhof
-water that is bottonjdess. y are,

ns who would _much !:‘;:"
sailing over those portiom8.of the
which have been proved tobe five or six

miles deep, than over the vast expanses,
of rolling billows where bottom has

never been found.

And &;ﬂ, well ki
had never been found
Pond+— Sons had-heard this from -their
fathers, and fathers from their fathers,
+Hor Danford"'was an old town, amnd the
- hiadl ‘ dlwiys béen the same,
history and tra-

d, and it was not to carry
1‘.hopon.. nswhzod-ﬁo

have to bebailt,
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éﬂlcdid nﬁtg. pes
shore,

of thioPond fo make | ground

pcold when he came out, Curlisl
m shought ef.Lhat. Ie was a rough
ahd couldeogn dry himself in the |

4 hde up ﬁ‘ind. he did not

il ap hut stepped'eautiously in-

telt. " Even nesr the shore he

Sge:the bottom, s he moved

very slowly Suty his care-
Jfully with one Tqg 'ore he madg #ste

shyown up~ground it, and this

mound Me had probably reached. It
up very.geuntly en the side where
‘he but gn the other side it might

down almost dicularly.
perpen ¥

| tis still

wade in and feel with his feet for the |

s bottom wourd-‘ﬂr But whatever people thought on the sub- |

por fifteen4ent opinions, every man and boy who
e | conld manage to do it made up his mind

| see what Curtis Blake intended to do at

ifor, with so many people about, there

| but in & moment there arose calls to
. | him to come back, and not make a fool

i« | were for his safety, not one da

.only walking a good

. ¥have su

No wonder Curtis

sgooddulmﬁu

the’

Was Suppos:
not reachad’
rise in the boti
be & mound, was

te shore!
Pm\t"hen

and in few mi he
the baok, at ze other side of the p
He mrnedu‘ h::d looked back :12;' :
ter. o o 5

s0d Iaughed

dle of the pond!
Then halll.lnghd_
forgetting hiz wet ck
everything but the fa
ropes or leads or

dreadad piece 'of W
ualtlgr pub his go;ﬁ :
of the s
When  his merriment S
n to quiet down s little, he widi
e water again, af a different point
from thatZwhere hejeame out, and
crossed the pond n
this time walxing
as he codld go.
and Imlhad‘ about ] 3
no place wiis it muchiahd i waist.
'hen Curtis wasfully conving E
this was the case, and that'

walked prefty n all over the
of Black m’&:_":;‘ﬁ... ,
bottom “where the water was -
heé:‘::.me‘but and went back to the town:
rtis no a3 tre-hopeni

the road O thE woolls, bud ab ot 2]
he reached the town ‘he weit into-d
large store, where hé was well acquaint
ed.] There were a ‘good many peopl'e']
there,

{

Itit_ing for, the afternoon mail,
for, atofie end of the store was the post-
office. '

« Why, Curtis Blake!”' exclaimed s | becanie 8 favorite sulmmer resort with

man, as entered. ¥ You loak sl
yod had
] onght to look that way,
Curtis, ' for I've been to the bottom of
the Black Pond.” \° B
No one made any res‘%onse tb this H:‘i
tounding assertion. he ple just!
stood and looked at'ome another.. Thea
Mr. Faulkner, the owner of the store,
exclaimed : reil?
; *Cartis, [ am ashamed of you!. You
must be tipsy.’’

“No man ever saw me tipsy,’ said | p

Curtis, without getting in the least an-
gry. He had expected to astonish peo-
ple and make them say strange things.

*¢ Then you are crazy,” replied Mr.
Faulkner, * for no man could go to the
bottom of Black Pond amd come back
alive.” .

¢ There isn’t any bottom!"* cried one
of the little crowd. ** How eould he go |
to the bottom when there is no bottom
there?"

. This made the people laugh, but Cur- |
persisted that what he had told |
them was entirely correct. Not a sonl, |
however, believed him, and every'nodyi
began to try to prove to him, or to the |
rest, that what he had said could not !
possibly be true, and that it was all stuff |
and nonsense. There was so much in- |
terest in the discussion that no one|
thought of going to see if any letters
had come for him. There could be no
more exciting newsin any letter or news- ;
paper than that a man avowed he had !
gone to the bottom of Black Pond.

“Well,” said Curtis, at last, *these |
clothes are getting to feel unpleasant, !
now that I'm out of the sun, and I don’t
want to stay here any longer to talk
about this thing.. But I'll tell you all, |
and you can tell anybody you choose, |
that to-morrow morning at nine o'clock{

I'm going again to the bottom of Black |
Pond, aud any one who has a mind to |
can come and see me do it." -

And with these words, he walked off.

There was o deal of talk that |
evening in Danford about Curtis Blake's |

“As for tak- | strange statement and about what he | happen there yet.

hiad said he would do the next day. |
Mast persons thonght that he intended

some hoax or practical joke; for a man |
without arms, and who, therefore, could |
not swim, could not go to the bottom of |
an ordinary river and expect to come |
back again alive. Of course, anybody

could go to the bottom and stdy there.
There was certainly some trick aboat it.
Curtis was known to be'fond of a joke.

ject, and there were a'good many differ- |

to go the next day at nine o’clock and
Black Pond. Even if it shouald turn out
to be all a hoax, this would be a good |
opportinity to visit the famous pond, |

could mot be much daagér. Quite a

water ing crowd of interested towns-folk assem-| _IWO children, looked thro h_colnmd
umtil- it was wi to Bis waist. ow | bled on the shore of the Black Pond the | glasses. Onesays, ::ThFFO is blue, "
felt a slight mise iprihe bo ore { next day, and Curtis did not dissppoint | 3nd the other said, “It is b
him. This made Jm very guuti for4+them. . ' . T":‘ boys eating their y One
he knewsthat the: a © About nine o'clock he walked in|2aid, ‘I would rather have someth thing
opening down-into theybwels of the Famo tb_em,hwuri the same boots ;th_ert!:.nn &i’.hﬁ;?f""m This
Pearth -there was, always, a low | and clothes which he had worn the day | is bewtér thaw mothing.” - 3

before, and then, after looking around,
as if to see that everybody was gaying
attention, he deliberately walked into the

PUat this, PSPy Rokl ‘5L Breath,

of himself. He had no board, no life-

preserver, nor with which ' he

could save himself when he should be- |’

ginto sink. But, fearful as the people

torun

in aud pull him back .
On he went, as

the
Every minaute they

-

Pond! | tis disappear from ir s:ﬁhtforevér. “

The birds, the insects and rabbits might
that there was nobody
it not been for the swashing

of the man who was pushing through | W*

the water. !
As Caurtis the middle of |
and some men tarned pale; but
whnn‘hhudndm,uﬂmmwgu
into shallower water, people baalto
breathe more freely, and when he ran
bank there weat up

%

o e

1o sto
the

half, TR T
T e

'take bimh ont:: The ice was génerally so

| were elderly people in the town who

| principally parlor

creeks and pools, to the overhanging
~pine,; hemleek: -and similar
mmﬁ :n'uung;?' it. ‘They did
procdss iad been {:u-ned on, but they
said-it probably took ‘hundreds of years
0 N pond as black as™it now
wad, and ‘nobody doubted that. ~
~ But although the woods and the pond

POMGFE peoble; it was in winter
.;ﬁmll enjoved the place the
‘ hen the Black Pond was frozen
ovér, ‘antl it made the finest skating
Fround in that part of the country. And
s greatest merit was its absolute safety.
Even if a smadl boy should break through

—which was not likely o hﬂprﬂ-u
man eould step in, or reach ownni
thick that there was scarcely three feet

people care out to the pond in car-
riages ‘snd on foot, and they had gay
times, with their skating, and their
games o the ice. Butthey were hardly
so gay as thé folks who could not come
in the' day-time, but had to do their
skating'ih the evening. ‘On moonlight
nights, the pond was beautiful, but *ﬁ
skaters came on dark nights, all.the
same, for lamp-posts were set up in dif-
ferent parts of the pond (holes were cat
in the ice, and they were planted firmly
on the bottom), and thus the pond was
made as bright and cheerful as the mer-
riest skater conld desire.

Among thé merriest skaters was Cur- |,

tis Blake, for skating was one of the few
things he could do, and Mr. Faulkner
gave him a capital pair of skates.

Bat this was not all the reward be re-
ceived for solving the mgstery of the
Black Pood. Several of the leading cit- |
jzens, who thonght that the town owed
him something for giving it such a p'eas-
ant place of resort, consulted together
on the subject, and it was decided to
make him keeper of the woods and l
pond. He had a eouple of old men un-
der him, and it was his daty to see that
the ‘woods were kept in order in sum-
mer and that the pond was free from
snow; and obstructions in winter.

Anj thus the great myste
Black Pond came to an end.

of the
ut there

never went out to the pond, and who

of water beneath it.inuwdoeput‘p
arts.
On fine days, during the cold months, | j

believed that something dreadfol would
There u<ed to be no
bottom to the pond, they said, and they |
should not wonder if, some day, 1t|
should fall oat arain. |

* Yes," said Curtis Blake to one of |
these, ** I expect that will happen—just |
about the time my arms begin to grow."’
—John Lewees, in St. Nicholas.

Two Ways of Leoking at Things.

Two boys went to hunt grapes. One
was happy because they found grapes,
the other was unhappy because the
grapes had seeds in them.

Two men, being convalescent, were
asked how they were. One said, “I am
better towlay;"" the other said, *“‘1 was
worse yesterday."

When it rains one man says, *This
will make mud;” another, *‘This will
lay the dast.™

principally kitchen; a guest that it is

st am that I live,”” says one
man. “Iﬂrt;ysorrythu I mmy’dio,"
“’sxqum“' o “that it

“Jam says one, 3 no
worse.” “I1am ," says another,
e

eluihmh'em?ivuslom. by

One man spoils a good repast

dnmfwolm. An-
engmjopspoor‘xip-l&hym

—The Middlesex i in Eng-
tland have been their power and
:::o G:nthdig-ﬂolhuh -
aroused; the Secretary, the Earl
of § and others have been ap-

led to, and the meetings have been
aldhthegnﬂr somé re-
dress from local or else a

—Lord Beaconsfield had two brothers
~—James, deceased, and Ralph. [e
never associated with any of his kindred,

Cuba is one of the fairest lands under
the light of the sun, and one of the
healthiest. th'l'hm is probably no othnrh
country in the tro where,people of
Norr.l;.zm birth mnp;i?a more safely. It
is true there is yellow fever in Havans
at all times, and in the summer it be-
comes epidemic; but this is the effect of
ocul causes. For a winter residence for
Northern people nothing can be more
deﬁghﬂ:lrt:nn tht:ja hn':hcliman.
Through February year the average
of the thermometer was about 70, and
there was only one day of rsiny, un-
pleasant weather. Still, the climate is
never a bracing one. Even in winter a
white man csn not do-as moch hard
work 8s he can in Pennsylvanis or lowa ;
and in samwmer he must rest the
middle of the d"o

Havana is a very attractive city of
semi<Aloorish

generally of one ﬂm&
ed light blue and w. _
mmymﬁg:mo! N . e g
tense t ay,

effect is exceedingly bl{ght u:i“ EAY.
The public promenades are charming,
with their handsome drives,
walks, fountains, palms and masses
tropical ﬂoweripi shrubbery. In
i‘l?l:%wwg:’tﬁu;np of - sitting,

broader, more varied, less crowded and
less noisy.
The of the is all carried

mile wide,and thie rise and fall of the tid

e
isonly twofeet. Accordingly, thereis no
eu-n:t outward, durh
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